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Amendments to tfie Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 


Listing of Claims: 



1 - 48 (Cancelled) 

49. (Currently Amended) A vacuum cleaner comprising: 

(a) a dirty air inlet and a source of suction to draw air containing particulate 
matter into the dirty air inlet and produce an air stream in the vacuum 
cleaner, 

(D) a first cyclonic cleaning stage comprising a cyclone having a first cyclonic 
cleaning stage inlet and a first cyclonic cleaning stage outlet; 

(c) a second cyclonic cleaning stage positioned in series with the first cyclonic 
cleaning stage, the second cyclonic cleaning stage comprising a plurality 
of second stage cyclones, each of the second stage cyclones having a 
second stage cyclone inlet and a second stage cyclone outlet; and, 

(d) a passage connecting the first cyclonic cleaning stage outlet i n fluid flow 
Gommunioation with and the second stage cyclone inlets, and the passage 
is configured to inhibit settling out of particulate matter from the air stream. 

50. (cancelled) 

51. (previously presented) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in claim 49 wherein the 
second stage cyclones at least partially surround the passage. 

52. (previously presented) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in 49 wherein the passage is 
at least partially defined by the second stage cyclones. 
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53. (pr viously presented) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in claim 49 wherein the 
passage has a cross sectional area which is approximately the same as the cross 
sectional area of the first cyclonic cleaning stage outlet. 

54. (previously presented) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in claim 49 wherein the 
passage is substantially free of horizontal spaces that are transverse to the direction of 
fluid flow through the passage. 

55. (previously presented) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in claim 49 wherein the 
passage is substantially free of any dead air spaces. 

56. (previously presented) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in claim 49 wherein the 
passage is substantially free of regions that are adapted to separate particulate matter 
from the air stream. 

57. (previously presented) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in claim 49 wherein the 
passage is defined by a single conduit. 

58. -73. (cancelled) 

74. (new) A vacuum cleaner comprising: 

(a) a dirty air inlet and a source of suction to draw air containing particulate 
matter into the dirty air inlet and produce an air stream in the vacuum 
cleaner; 

(b) a first cyclonic cleaning stage comprising a cyclone having a first cyclonic 
cleaning stage inlet and a first cyclonic cleaning stage outlet; 

(c) a second cyclonic cleaning stage positioned in series with the first cyclonic 
cleaning stage, the second cyclonic cleaning stage comprising a plurality 
of second stage cyclones, each of the second stage cyclones having a 
second stage cyclone inlet and a second stage cyclone outlet; and, 
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(d) a passage connecting the first cyclonic cleaning stage outlet and the 
second stage cyclone inlets, wherein the passage does not increase in 
cross-sectional area in a downstream direction. 

75. (new) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in claim 74 wherein the second stage 
cyclones at least partially surround the passage. 

76. (new) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in 74 wherein the passage is at least partially 
defined by the second stage cyclones. 

77. (new) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in claim 74 wherein the passage has a cross 
sectional area which is approximately the same as the cross sectional area of the first 
cyclonic cleaning stage outlet. 

78. (new) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in claim 74 wherein the passage is 
substantially free of horizontal spaces that are transverse to the direction of fluid flow 
through the passage. 

79. (new) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in claim 74 wherein the passage is 
substantially free of any dead air spaces. 

80. (new) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in claim 74 wherein the passage is 
substantially free of regions that are adapted to separate particulate matter from the air 
stream. 


81. (new) The vacuum cleaner as claimed in claim 74 wherein the passage is defined 
by a single conduit. 


